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CALIFORNIA

Fid a,mysterious Gypsy family use romantic wiles I ::-rfl:*t'":1m*Hm;n';';
to seduce, tleece and poison lonely elderly prey? i ffiir:.r#:ilYfiil:E3'1fi#:"?"r1r ____-- _ -_ y."r, 

IIi:iffi.*[*fl:f*;Xirrjffil,ll
,g,1;;l$"y#..1, 

cnrTrn r^Dnrv I 
p,*.^1,,^Bl.j. jl" accused conspirators. I l".tffi"Xffi,.iXt[t#.i,:"#:lTCHARD NELSoN coulD 

IARD^Lv | , Angelaerffo.drrrdh".t"ottlrl-.-to"gto 
I ;ffi;il.*i;",rd".',ffi;i:"r'il1ff

3:I::ir*:"9'*"':::: _11" 9?, I tt"rJ""ni-u"1,;ch""ilffiJia*".i- | cutherfromhiswllberorehediedatthtvear-old san Francisco widower | ..r"cp'i"..*1"1"roighi*,;;i#H;, I #;6iffi.H#jf::1i:"fffl:l,t:;
,y?:::T*fl;:..*h:*^.:lj*: i l g::d"ll"L, nut"-,'m*,;l;;;iil I ilr,il ,lli,ill,, Liotweizen, a Russafewavinearlvlebs*he,adark-haireJ. l;Khs"f.th"cyp,l"':iri,"T";;'#;T.:1,ifl.,ffi,1i1[ffi1"ilH:f":l;i*1$l

%::l;7,"*:#iq#.fl#,::T:l_"p*?^i": i 
=dq1"_*gJi,.i";.,.;f.o-;i=^,r 

i ffi",ilhomabrokenhip Marycutorversation with him. Before long. Nelson | -ituoicyp'i"',""ornr&.p;;;ilril;d I il;T:?#::ii'ilJji#"';'f#fli"'l
ff"*P*;j: '*11; jo?,?'*l* *:T: I 

a.1,"."'iffi *r," $ffi"# .,n r*e",e" | !""-'a,,ear,bor entered the apartmentmeals-and caresses. Bu! w^he1. Nersoi I #;{;T,u3;;";"##;#:,,fr;:.-il I ff"#Hffi;.ffi',ffitfl"*:ffi":jshowed up with Bufford at a familv picnic I investigators-bEhe.re the r""" ei."#;;..li I ffi;irif ,,.*i.rg. He died months 1atrand introduced her as his "glrlfriend^," his I confid&"" g"-"' J;n;;;#ffiJl# I iii:;: :rr. Mary,s take: a hatf milionrelatives became suspicious.
Eventually, so did the-police.
Tipped offby private investiga-
tors who had been watching
Bufford for another client, th6
cops arrived at Nelson's home
in October 19g8, warned him
his life was in danger, then, on a
hunch, tested his Llood for poi-
son. The results were positive.
Bufford was detaine-d, then
released for lack of evidence.
Family members soon rescued
Ne]son-but not before he had
turned over tens of thousands
of dollars to his companion.

Nelson died ofnatural causes
two yea-rs later-but police be-
Iieve that at least five othergeri-
atric San Franciscans weren,t so
luclcy. Officials say they were
murdered by Buffoid, hei moth-
er, Mary Steiner, and her long-
time boyfriend. George Lama,
in a lethal, decadelong variation
on a "sweetheart scam." prose- ,sweethearts"; 

*W
il:f'":1#y1ffi"1;Tffi:Tg otweizen (his grave is top,iito. tiii p"i!i'"":a tiii i",";;;;;;.";il",i rlt.i", iiintt.'ii,,iii,r,o,sn
ers' Bufford and her mother would cajole I termovingtoSanFranciscofromBostonin I lars in cash, plus Liotweizen,s g987,0

l1::":fi"1t1y^::::,l1li^j1pg'.tll*..,r1*:i#;;i;",p*.*;#i,H:llii.,i,i"*uuldinghomes.rhenthetriowouldallegedy.f,oison 
I ;";il;;;;h;fi;f#;;d##Ji I 

"'ffi;':':f#T,,a u.o*". tord porithemen-using-toxicdosesof algit;Iil p*- lhiss4,after"Anseli.zi.*"a87-wear-ntrt I oh^,,+ +L-.^L^*^ j- 1600 L--r -r--
urE rrrer us,g roxc ooses or ctgrtaris pur- I in 1984, a4er Angela,24, wed BTyear-old I about the scheme ; ibgr,-t; the copurea.aheartdruomadellomtlie,reav6sot 

I Nichora, Brtr;:;il;;; j*;;;# I ;ffi;; off the accrrsarions rwo vp,+L^ f^---l ^--- I . "-
r..uu'q'v*Luruxrrrdusrruiltlreteavesot I l\Ienolas Bu-flord, a tormer janiLor at lhe I shrugged off the accusations. Two yeathe foxglove plant' In earlv November. after I M;k i;k; " 

H;L.l 
"il'A_.repo.t"dry 

I prrrEE"u"r*e the bodies of four aleged vr

ffiHf"l;-ff":::'".,,g:.:::",S^::1 li:h:g,*_',t*il;;;idb.1["'";ililG,'#;"exhumedandtestedrordigitaijury indicted the three on six counts of 
"o.r- 

I il"trord *rtt"a n, f.ia^" . S;z!,ir;,[.gr; I il'"-"-#"r some tests proved ;rfr$Jt
iilffi'Jr:'"Tffi^t::j^:i[:::"]X,,y{ ] ,"a,sizs.ooo'1@q;6;t.w"uk,an", I *," a,iii"a:aprivate derective obtained

garbage." savs Fav i;-,r:1.:*i{fi: 
I 
'"itr *id;*;d,iG;;;"r:,'il"s { few I ffiJ"'.,iJJH"J*fiil3;X"ftf"-"H,agency' Rat Dog Dick, spent years urging I monthslaterrh"lr"dlJu*aiiressingjobat I beinforaspelofbadfortuae.

BuffordandSteiner'swereindictedfortheft Ithoirweddi"g,8.rff.-;JE;[;i[d;;?rJ: i;#"?'d:;"##f;,,tffit::Xiffi;"f;and embezzlement. All deny lhe charges. I ure,,Se *rr",,rigoro* o.tog"rr*i-, sud_ | names of confidential sources and triedInvestigators say the gang accumulateJ at I d"r,ty.h" ;;; , ;rx;i .ra"r'.,".-rr,en he I sell it to Holf,wood. Finallv, San Francileastsl'5millionfromtheirelderlvr.ictims. l*rr'd"ud.:i6?J*k"oir#.'r",rr"..i';l;i;#lyelectedD.A.calLdagrandjur"Thevusedanddiscardedthesery,ql"-8" j r".ti,*-i"gu.,1,i.r."rirr";U-*' - ' 
I ffiffi;. Today the gang is in iail-anddarhqda " ca.," E'-., E'^-^-

the French Village Cafe in downtowr

| ;iS"g.d o11o^the scheme and began pr,

A lleadly Kind of Gharm l,fl,mmrl#t.":;tr"ffimr
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